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CAUSE NO. __________ 
 
TRAVIS COUNTY § IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY, § 
KATIE NARANJO,  §  
CYNTHIA VAN MAANEN, and § 
BRIAN STOLLER § 
Plaintiffs § 
 § ___ JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
V. § 
 § 
RYAN TAYLOR FAIRCLOTH § 
Defendant § TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
 

PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETITION 
 

I.   STATEMENT OF CLAIM AND DISCOVERY PLAN 
  

Plaintiffs bring this lawsuit against Ryan Taylor Faircloth for his malicious acts of 

domestic terrorism, bombing, and arson in his use of incendiary and explosive devices to 

attack the offices of the Travis County Democratic Party on September 29, 2021. By his 

terroristic assault, Defendant Faircloth attempted to destroy Party offices, official records, 

and other property, and potentially injure or kill Party staff and volunteers. He also posted 

a “warning” manifesto intended to intimidate Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs will not be intimidated. 

Defendant Faircloth’s attack not only threatened the individual Plaintiffs; it also is part of 

a larger, ongoing effort to undermine the foundations of democracy in Texas and our 

nation. As these cowardly attacks have proliferated across our country, it is critically 

important that all Democrats and all patriotic Americans denounce and oppose these anti-

American terrorists. Plaintiffs demand that Defendant Faircloth be held fully accountable 

and that he be required to pay actual and exemplary damages in an amount sufficient to 

compensate Plaintiffs for their injuries and losses, and to appropriately punish Defendant 
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Faircloth and deter him and other would-be terrorists from such heinous, craven acts of 

terrorism in the future.   

1.1 Plaintiffs request a Level 3 discovery control plan. 

II. 
PARTIES 

 
 2.1. Plaintiff Travis County Democratic Party is a political party and political 

committee formed under the Texas Election Code. 

 2.2. Plaintiff Katie Naranjo is Chair of the Travis County Democratic Party and 

a citizen of Travis County, Texas.  

 2.3. Plaintiff Cynthia Van Maanen is the Executive Director of the Travis County 

Democratic Party and a citizen of Travis County, Texas.  

 2.4 Plaintiff Brian Stoller is an employee of the Travis County Democratic Party 

employee who works at Party headquarters. 

 2.5. Defendant Ryan Taylor Faircloth is an individual currently residing in Bexar 

County, Texas. Defendant may be served with process by delivering a copy of this petition 

and the citation to Ryan T. Faircloth at 6119 Ridge Glade Street, San Antonio, Texas 

78250. 

III. 
JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 
 3.1 This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this lawsuit because 

Plaintiffs seek damages and relief within the jurisdictional limits of this Court. 
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 3.2 Venue is proper in Travis County, Texas, under Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code 

§ 15.002(a) because a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to these claims 

occurred in Travis County, Texas. 

IV. 
BACKGROUND 

 
4.1 At approximately 2:00 a.m. on Wednesday, September 29, 2021, Defendant 

Ryan Faircloth firebombed the headquarters office of Plaintiff Travis County Democratic 

Party (“the County Party”). As shown in the surveillance video taken at the time of 

Defendant Faircloth’s attack:  

a. At 2:01:05 a.m., Defendant Faircloth drove his red 2016 Ford F150 Supercrew 

truck eastbound past the front door of the Travis County Democratic Party 

headquarters located at 1311 E. 6th Street, Austin, Texas. Defendant Faircloth was 

driving with his headlights off, in violation of the Texas Transportation Code.  

b. At 02:06:16 a.m., Defendant Faircloth approached the front door of the County 

Party Headquarters. He was wearing two gaiters (face coverings), one over the top 

of his head and the other covering the lower part of his face. The face coverings 

were imprinted with an image of the American flag. He wore a light-colored t-shirt, 

dark-colored cargo shorts, and black and white Nike running shoes with black 

shoelaces.  
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c. At 02:06:36 a.m., Defendant Faircloth threw a rock at the front door of the County 

Party headquarters. His first throw did not break the glass, but his second throw did.  
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d. At 2:11:08 a.m., Defendant Faircloth walked by the front door of the County Party 

headquarters; in his left hand he was carrying an improvised explosive device, a 

Molotov cocktail. 

 

e. At 2:13 a.m., Defendant Faircloth threw the Molotov cocktail through the broken 

door.  

f. At 2:18 a.m., Defendant Faircloth threw an ignited “smoke grenade” through the 

broken front door, causing an explosion. That explosion threw super-heated embers 

throughout the office space. The smoke grenade also ignited the Molotov cocktail, 

causing another explosion and causing a fire that destroyed Party documents and 

property.  
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4.2  Defendant Faircloth also posted the following manifesto1 at the County Party 

headquarters:  

 

 
1 To be clear, the manifesto states:  

“You can have the Golden State ... 
the financials of New York .. 
the mountains of Colorado … 
even the sweet peaches of Georgia ... 
You can have the Great Plains 
To the windy city of Chicago . . .  
But one thing you cant have is TEXAS 
Consider this a “light” warning. 
 – the people.” 
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Thus, Defendant Faircloth posted a written “warning”—an explicit threat against the Travis 

County Democratic Party and its staff—and then firebombed their offices. Faircloth’s 

intent and purpose to destroy Party property and official records—and potentially to injure 

or kill Party staff and volunteers—were clear and unmistakable.  

 4.3  On September 30, 2021, arrest warrants were issued for Defendant Faircloth, 

alleging Arson and Possession or Manufacture of a Prohibited Weapon, in violation of the 

Texas Penal Code, Sections 28.02 and 46.05. Lieutenant Stephen Windsor, a fire and arson 

investigator assigned to the Austin Fire Department, executed affidavits in support of the 

arrest warrants. As disclosed in Lieutenant Windsor’s affidavits, an informant had 



Plaintiffs’ Original Petition         Page 8 

contacted Lieutenant Windsor concerning a text conversation that the informant had with 

Defendant Faircloth, beginning at 3:28 a.m. In that conversation, Defendant Faircloth sent 

a picture of a gas can. The text read “only cause you asked what to do in opposition…”; 

“Got the gas tank in the bank carnal”; “Don’t mean to brag but see me when they said I did 

it”; and “6th street location is on watch now.” Later Defendant Faircloth sent the informant 

messages requesting that the informant delete the text threat. The informant saw the news 

stories and the surveillance media released to the media, and recognized Defendant 

Faircloth.  

4.4 On October 1, 2021, investigators executed federal search warrants on 

Defendant Faircloth’s residence, vehicle, and person, and he was arrested on a state arrest 

warrant.  
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Defendant Faircloth admitted to investigators that he had assembled the firebomb and 

thrown it into the Travis County Democratic Party headquarters. 

4.5 On October 19, 2021, a federal indictment charged Defendant Faircloth with 

violating of 18 U.S.C. § 844(i) ,which provides that “[w]hoever maliciously damages or 

destroys, or attempts to damage or destroy, by means of fire or an explosive, any building, 

vehicle, or other real or personal property used in interstate or foreign commerce or in any 

activity affecting interstate or foreign commerce shall be imprisoned for not less than 5 

years and not more than 20 years, fined under this title, or both.” 

4.6 Defendant Faircloth’s actions resulted in property damage to the TCDP 

headquarters, as well as extreme emotional distress to the individual members of the TCDP 

who worked at the headquarters, including Plaintiffs Naranjo, Van Maanen, and Brian 

Stoller.  

V.   CAUSES OF ACTION 

A. Trespass to Real Property 

5.1 By engaging in the conduct described above, Defendant Faircloth trespassed 

on and damaged the Travis County Democratic Party headquarters. Defendant Faircloth’s 

attack on TCDP headquarters was physical, intentional, voluntary, and unauthorized.  

B. Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress 

 5.2 Defendant Faircloth’s conduct described above was extreme and outrageous 

in character and beyond all possible bounds of decency. His conduct was atrocious and 

utterly intolerable in a civilized society. Defendant Faircloth’s conduct proximately caused 
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the individual plaintiffs—Katie Naranjo, Cynthia Van Maanen, and Brian Stoller—to 

suffer emotional distress.  

C. Threat of Bodily Injury 

 5.3 By engaging in the conduct described above, Defendant Faircloth 

intentionally threatened Plaintiffs Naranjo, Van Maanen, and Brian Stoller with imminent 

bodily harm. Because Defendant Faircloth has been released from custody, that threat is 

ongoing, causing Plaintiffs to suffer damages. 

D. Nuisance 

 5.4 Plaintiff Travis County Democratic Party has a private interest in the 

property that Defendant Faircloth threatened and damaged. Defendant Faircloth’s actions 

substantially interfered with Plaintiffs’ use of the County Party headquarters, causing 

injury to Plaintiffs.  

VI.   DAMAGES 

 6.1 As a result of the Defendant’s conduct described above, Plaintiffs 

individually have suffered damages and injuries, and seek actual damages in excess of 

$1,000,000.  

 6.2 Defendant Faircloth’s conduct was a malicious, grossly negligent violation 

of Plaintiffs’ rights to use Plaintiffs’ property. Defendant Faircloth acted with a specific 

intent to substantially injure Plaintiffs. Further, Defendant Faircloth’s conduct, when 

viewed objectively from the standpoint of the Defendant at the time the conduct occurred, 

involved an extreme degree of risk, considering the probability and magnitude of the 

potential harm to the Plaintiffs. Defendant proceeded with conscious indifference to the 
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rights, safety, and welfare of the Plaintiffs, despite Defendant’s actual, subjective 

awareness of the risk involved.  

 6.3 There is no cap on the exemplary damages sought from Defendant Faircloth 

because Defendant Faircloth’s actions constitute aggravated assault under Texas Penal 

Code § 22.02. Plaintiffs seek exemplary damages against Defendant Faircloth in the 

amount of at least $5,000,000.  

VII.  INJUNCTION 
 

 7.1 Because of the ongoing threat posed by Defendant Faircloth—as is evident 

from both his posted “warning” manifesto and his outrageous past conduct—Plaintiffs 

request issuance of injunctive relief against Defendant Faircloth, ordering that he not 

approach within 2,000 feet of the Travis County Democratic Party headquarters or other 

offices.  

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
 
 Plaintiffs seek a judgment against Defendant Faircloth for Plaintiffs’ actual and 

exemplary damages; pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on those damages as 

provided by law; costs of court; all other relief requested above; and all other relief to which 

Plaintiffs show themselves entitled. 
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     Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/ Charles Herring, Jr.   
      Charles Herring, Jr. 
      State Bar No. 09534100 
      chuck@herringpanzer.com   

HERRING & PANZER, L.L.P. 
      1411 West Avenue, Suite 100 
      Austin, Texas 78701 
      (512) 320-0665  
      (512) 519-7580 (Facsimile) 
 

COUNSEL FOR TRAVIS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

 
 
      /s/ Matt Dow     
      Matt Dow 
      State Bar No. 06066500 
      mdow@jw.com   

JACKSON WALKER L.L.P. 
      100 Congress Avenue, Suite 1100 
      Austin, Texas 78701 
      (512) 236-2000 
 

COUNSEL FOR KATIE NARANJO 
 
 
      /s/ Joe Crews     
      Joe K. Crews 
      State Bar No. 05072500 

crews@crewsfirm.com   
CREWS LAW FIRM, P.C. 

      701 Brazos Street, Suite 900 
      Austin, Texas 78701 
      (512) 346-7077 
 

COUNSEL FOR CYNTHIA VAN 
MAANEN, and BRIAN STOLLER 
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