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M E M O R A N D U M 

To: Mayor and City Council Members 

Thru: Spencer Cronk, City Manager 

From: Stephanie Hayden, Austin Public Health Director 

Date: May 7, 2021 

Subject: Medical Director/Health Authority Appointment 

I am pleased to announce that after a competitive hiring process, Desmar Walkes, M.D. has been 
selected as Austin Public Health’s new Medical Director/Health Authority. She will join the 
organization on May 31, 2021. 

Dr. Walkes has 33 years of experience in health care as a family practitioner, medical authority, 
medical director, and in administrative medicine. She received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology with honors from Acadia University in Nova Scotia, Canada and her Medical Doctor 
degree from the University of Texas Medical Branch in Galveston, Texas. Dr. Walkes completed 
a surgical internship at Baylor College of Medicine and, for many years, has participated in 
medical mission trips to Central and South America, Asia, and Africa.   

Dr. Walkes previously served as the Local Health Authority for Bastrop County, Texas, a position 
she held since 2007. She has been the point person for Bastrop County’s COVID-19 response, 
participating in regular meetings with elected officials, State of Texas Public Health officials, 
schools, nursing homes, businesses, and residents. She has been a part of Bastrop County’s 
Emergency Operations Center, has given numerous presentations and comments to the media. 
She has also served as the director of a multi-specialty outpatient clinic accredited by the Joint 
Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JACHO).  

The Medical Director/Health Authority reports to the Director of Austin Public Health and, by 
statute, is responsible for clinical oversight of medically related services rendered by Austin 
Public Health and its more than 300 licensed professionals.   

I would be remiss if I didn’t take this opportunity to express my thanks to Dr. Escott for his 
leadership during these last 20 months.  Dr. Escott served as the Interim Austin Public Health 
Medical Director and Austin-Travis County Health Authority since October 2019. When he 
stepped into this role, we never imagined we would be faced with a pandemic and rely so  
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heavily on Dr. Escott as our Health Authority.  He brought professionalism, solid medical 
expertise, and a steady hand which instilled a trust in our community during this incredibly 
challenging time.  

While I will miss working with Dr. Escott seven days a week, I know he will remain involved as the 
City’s Chief Medical Officer and will support our efforts to ensure a smooth transition. Please join 
me in congratulating Dr. Walkes on her appointment and wishing her success in her new role. 

cc: CMO Executive Team 
Department Directors 
Department Assist Directors 


