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Travis County Candidate Settles with Travis County Clerk 
 

 Attorneys representing Martin Harry, candidate for Travis County District Attorney, the 

Travis County Republican Party and Matt Mackowiak, Chair, Travis County Republican Party, 

reached a settlement with Travis County Clerk Dana DeBeauvoir regarding alleged Election 

Code violations. On November 6, 2020, an emergency petition was filed with the Texas Supreme 

Court for a Writ of Mandamus to compel DeBeauvoir to allow poll watchers access to the Travis 

County Central Counting Station as required by law. Poll watchers serve candidates to assure 

election officials perform their activities lawfully. 

 

A poll watcher appointed by Harry had alleged that he was confined to a room with 

windows separate from the Central Counting Station. The Election Code, however, entitles “[a] 

watcher…to sit or stand near enough . . . to verify that the ballots are read correctly” and that 

votes “are tallied correctly.” Tex. Elec. Code § 33.056(b). Local election officials have a duty not 

to “knowingly prevent[] a watcher from observing an activity the watcher is entitled to observe.” 

Id. § 33.061(a). 

 

 On November 8, 2020, the petition was denied by the Texas Supreme Court in a 5-4 

decision. The majority of the court believed the writ was precluded because there were facts in 

dispute that required litigation. To avoid further litigation, the parties negotiated the settlement 

reached today.  

 

The agreement requires DeBeauvoir to allow poll watchers access to the Central 

Counting Station from which they were previously excluded. “Unfortunately, the agreement does 

nothing to remedy DeBeauvoir’s failure to follow the law before this agreement. Prior activities 

that should have been subject to my poll worker’s observations will remain without scrutiny and 

irregularities, if any, will go undetected.” Harry stated.  

 

Harry notes that DeBeauvoir is still the subject of a criminal referral by the Texas 

Secretary of State for the same conduct in the runoff election last July. Poll watchers allege they 

were wrongfully sequestered in a room and denied the opportunity to observe all activities in the 

course of their lawful duties. According to Harry, “the Travis County Clerk was put on notice by 

the Secretary of State in September that her conduct was unlawful. Nevertheless, she persisted to 

do the same thing in the general election.” Harry believes these facts show “DeBeauvoir 

knowingly conducted operations unlawfully in November even if she had been mistaken in 

July.” The agreement today does not preclude further civil or criminal proceedings for violations 

of the Election Code, if established. 
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