
From: San Marcos Teachers <teacherssanmarcos@gmail.com> 
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To: clem.cantu@smcisd.net 
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Subject: From San Marcos teachers 

 
Letter to School Board from SMCISD Teachers & Support Staff 
August 06, 2020 
 
SMCISD Teachers 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
 
Board of Trustees, San Marcos Consolidated Independent School District 
San Marcos, TX 78666 
 
 

Madam President and esteemed Trustees:  
 
SMCISD teachers love our profession and feel grief when we cannot connect 
with and teach our students in the ways that we always have in the past. 
However, we want to return in a way that is safe for us, our families, and all 
community stakeholders. Given the COVID-19 pandemic and local spike in 
cases, many of us do not feel safe returning to campus for professional 
development or remote teaching. 
 
In light of these fears, we eagerly await answers to our many questions and 
concerns and would like to offer suggestions to leadership. Though promised an 
FAQ, we have received no answers. Though told we are needed for planning to 
reopen, we have not been included. The combination of silence and mixed 
messaging has added to our anxiety about beginning the school year in the midst 
of a pandemic.   
  
We especially desire clear, consistent, and compassionate communication from 
our leaders. Though we were asked to request accommodations if we meet the 
CDC standard for high risk for COVID, HR says they are under no legal 
obligation to accommodate these requests. Though on August 03, 2020,  the 
superintendent stated that it is up to site leadership to determine who receives 
workplace modifications during professional development and online teaching, 
many of us reached out to our site leaders and have either not heard back from 
them or have been told that their hands are tied in this regard. 8-11 update: We 
applaud SMHS administration for allowing teachers to choose the workplace that 
is safest for their family during the initial professional development period. We 
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hope this will extend throughout virtual learning and all other campuses will follow 
suit. 
 
  
We request a policy that  allows teachers at all sites who meet the following 
criteria to work from home:  
 

1.  Teachers who have an underlying health condition listed on the CDC 
comorbidity list. 
 

2. Teachers who reside at least 50% of the time with a person who has an 
underlying health condition listed on the CDC comorbidity list. 
 

3. Teachers who provide childcare at least 50% of the time for children 12 years 
of age or younger who attend a school or daycare that has been closed or has 
modified operational hours. 
 

4. Teachers who are pregnant or caring for infants under the age of one. 
 

Thank you for taking the time to consider our request. We love our schools and 
are eager to provide an excellent educational experience for our students this 
year. Please help us do that by addressing our concerns, which are based in 
science and public health research.  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

SMCISD teachers 
 

1. Angelita Gonzales 
2. Nickolas Conte 
3. Kylie Reeves 
4. Graham Daly 
5. Blanca Tamez 
6. Tanya Laws 
7. Marcey Fewell 
8. David Peterson 
9. Cherise Hanf 
10. Christy Tims 
11. Ryan Hengst 
12. Belinda Weber 
13. Talia Welchptak 



14. Stacey Robinson-Gardner 
15. Anna Wright 
16. Oli Ponce-McLaughin 
17. Laura Evans 
18. Yvette Benitez-Staley 
19. Marcos Manrique 
20. Cathy Stoughton 
21. Rocio Gonzalez 
22. Flor Sanchez 
23. Melody Carlisle 
24. Rudiche Welchptak 
25. Leslie Ables 
26. Alyssa Campos 
27. Mollie Hammer 
28. Tomas Diaz de Leon 
29. Liza Arispe 
30. Jana Mercado 
31. Jamaal Fraser 
32. Destin Mills 
33. Cecilia Dodd 
34. Clarissa Luna 
35. Jamie McGillicuddy 
36. Keren Jackson 
37. Denine Garcia   
38. Roy Hartman 
39. Alexis Collins 
40. Shellie Cabrera 
41. Kimberly Martinez 
42. Jean Hoghoughi 
43. Kristilyn Turner 
44. Tim Winkler 
45. Diana Garcia 
46. Maria Gaston 
47. Susan Perez 
48. Delaney Rogers 
49. Nathali Lopez 
50. Berna Fowler 
51. Hayden Dooley 
52. David Schachter 

 
 
 


