
CAUSE NO. D-1-GN-19-002244 

LORI BROWN, Individually and as 
Representative of the Estate of Harrison 
Irwin Brown, Deceased, 

§ 
§ 
§

IN THE DISTRICT COURT

§

OF TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS

Plaintiff, §
vs. §

§
ADVENTIST HEALTH 
SYSTEM/SUNBELT, INC.; et al., 

§ 
§
§

Defendants. § 250TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLAINTIFF’S FIRST AMENDED PETITION 

Plaintiff Lori Brown, Individually and as Representative of the Estate of Harrison Irwin 

Brown, Deceased, files this first amended petition complaining of Defendants Adventist Health 

System/Sunbelt, Inc., Metroplex Adventist Hospital, Inc. d/b/a AdventHealth Central Texas and 

d/b/a AdventHealth Behavioral Health Center (Metroplex Hospital), Ascension Seton d/b/a 

University Medical Center at Brackenridge (Brackenridge Hospital), Imtiyaz Hussein Hakeem, 

M.D., Karthikeyani Kathiresan, M.D., Kenyatta Jones, M.D., Jennifer Ward, M.D., Kendrex 

White, Kenneth White, and Shantina White, and for cause of action would respectfully show as 

follows: 

I. DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN 

1. Mrs. Brown requests that discovery be conducted under Discovery Control Plan 

Level 3, as set forth in Rule 190.4 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure. 

II. INTRODUCTION 

2. A person with a serious mental illness is not absolved from civil responsibility for 

acts they commit simply because they are mentally ill.  The mental illness doesn’t absolve the 
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mentally-ill actor and it doesn’t absolve those who should be caring for and controlling that actor.  

This case is about responsibility for the dangers and damage of serious mental illness and its tragic 

intersection with two University of Texas students.    

3. One student, Harrison Brown, was on a path home to help his mother and to take 

care of his dying father.  Harrison was a happy, compassionate, kind individual; a loving son; and 

a caring brother, who had just become an uncle.  He considered everyone his friend.  Harrison was 

tall, had beautiful blue eyes, and he was generous with and helped everyone he could.  He had a 

beautiful voice, loved to sing, and could play almost every musical instrument.  Harrison loved 

life, and had many plans for the future.  He was a good person, and his faith in God was strong. 

4. The other student, Kendrex White, was also a young person with a bright future, 

until the devastation of serious mental illness sent him on a path to hurt himself and others.  In 

2017, Kendrex was suffering from professionally diagnosed serious mental illness, and multiple 

providers had concluded there was a probability that he would hurt himself or others if he was left 

untreated, unsupervised, and unmonitored.  Kendrex was paranoid and delusional: at times, he 

believed he was Jesus Christ.  Other times, he believed people were trying to kill him, or that the 

world was not real and he was in a third dimension.  Kendrex was having hallucinations, both 

auditory and visual, but the auditory ones were the most disturbing, causing him to hear voices 

that others didn’t hear.  He heard voices of several people, some of which he had named, and most 

of which were negative and berating: telling him to die, that he’s not worth living, that there’s no 

hope, and that this is just a third reality.  In the run up to May 1, 2017, Kendrex had a history of 

these negative symptoms and the criteria for schizophrenia and was on an identifiable path to hurt 

himself or others. 

5. The hospitals where Kendrex was treated and then involuntarily committed for 
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psychiatric concerns and observation, Metroplex Hospital and Brackenridge Hospital, knew it or 

should have known it.  The doctors who diagnosed and treated Kendrex for mental health 

problems, Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, Dr. Jones, and Dr. Ward, knew it or should have known 

it.  And his parents, Kenneth and Shantina White, into whose care and supervision he was released, 

knew it or should have known it.  But they were negligent and did not take reasonable actions to 

prevent Kendrex from harming others.  And that is exactly what Kendrex did – he killed and hurt 

others.   

6. On May 1, 2017, Harrison Brown, a freshman student at the University of Texas, 

was walking out of Gregory Gymnasium.  He had just finished playing basketball and was on the 

way to pick up lunch from a food truck nearby.  Just moments before, Harrison had called his 

mother, Lori Brown, to check on her and his terminally ill father Kurt, and had told his mother he 

loved her.  Harrison had been home for Spring Break and had spent quality time with his family 

and terminally ill father.  Harrison was looking forward to finals and then to returning to the small 

Texas town of Graham for the summer to help his mother take care of his father.  The last thing he 

said to his father when he left at the end of Spring Break was “Dad, I’ll be back to take care of you 

this summer.” 

7. Very shortly after Harrison told his mother he loved her and hung up, Kendrex 

White, psychotic and afflicted with a serious mental illness that made him dangerous, walked up 

to Harrison and stabbed him in the chest with a Bowie-style hunting knife with a blade so large 

that Kendrex had been carrying it in a sheath on his belt.  After stabbing Harrison, Kendrex 

continued walking towards other students and stabbed and seriously injured three others before he 

was detained by officers near the Jester dormitory complex. 

8. Meanwhile, Harrison stumbled back into Gregory Gym with his cell phone in his 
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hand, blood pouring out of his chest, and begged a student he didn’t even know to call his mother 

on his cell phone.  That fellow student did and Lori Brown answered a frantic phone call from a 

young woman she didn’t know, asking Lori if she was Harrison’s mother and alerting her he had 

been stabbed, was seriously injured, and blood was profusely coming out of his chest.  But before 

Lori could speak to her youngest son Harrison one last time, the phone was disconnected and 

Harrison died, although Lori did not find out he was dead until she arrived in Austin hours later. 

9. This wrongful death of Harrison Brown should never have occurred.  While 

Kendrex was found not guilty by reason of mental insanity for murdering Harrison, Kendrex 

nonetheless is civilly liable for his negligence, which was a proximate cause of the wrongful death 

of Harrison Brown.  And because Kendrex’s condition was known to each of the defendants in the 

weeks leading up to Harrison’s death, and given the special relationship they had with him as a 

mentally ill individual committed to their care and supervision, they share in that civil liability for 

Harrison’s wrongful death. 

10. By way of this lawsuit, Lori Brown seeks some measure of justice and hopes to 

bring about awareness, change, and protections for and from those with severe mental illness, and 

to help prevent other parents from suffering the same heartbreaking loss that she suffered. 

III. PARTIES

11. Plaintiff Lori Brown, Harrison Brown’s mother, is an individual.  She resides in 

Graham, Young County, Texas.  She is bringing this lawsuit in her individual capacity and as 

representative of the Estate of Harrison Irwin Brown, Deceased. 

12. Defendant Adventist Health System/Sunbelt, Inc. is a Florida corporation, with its 

registered office at 900 Hope Way, Altamonte Springs, Seminole County, Florida, 32714.  It has 

generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 
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13. Defendant Metroplex Adventist Hospital, Inc. d/b/a AdventHealth Central Texas 

and d/b/a AdventHealth Behavioral Health Center is a Texas corporation, with its registered office 

at 2201 South Clear Creek Road, Killeen, Bell County, Texas 76549.  It has generally appeared 

and answered this lawsuit. 

14. Defendant Ascension Seton d/b/a University Medical Center at Brackenridge is a 

Texas corporation, with its registered office at 7900 FM 1826, Austin, Travis County, Texas 

78737.  It has generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

15. Defendant Imtiyaz Hussain Hakeem, M.D., is an individual.  Upon information and 

belief, Dr. Hussain resides at 445 Eagle Landing Drive, Belton, Bell County, Texas 76513.  Upon 

information and belief, Dr. Hussain’s place of business is 2201 South Clear Creek Road, Killeen, 

Bell County, Texas 76549.  He has generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

16. Defendant Karthikeyani Kathiresan, M.D., is an individual.  Upon information and 

belief, Dr. Kathiresan resides at 5621 Tourmaline Drive, Killeen, Bell County, Texas 76542.  Upon 

information and belief, Dr. Kathiresan’s place of business is 2105 South Clear Creek Road, 

Killeen, Bell County, Texas 76549.  She has generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

17. Defendant Kenyatta Jones, M.D., is an individual.  Upon information and belief, 

Dr. Jones resides at 5101 Denmans Loop, Belton, Bell County, Texas 76513.  Upon information 

and belief, Dr. Jones’s place of business is 2407 South Clear Creek Road, Killeen, Bell County, 

Texas 76549.  He has generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

18. Defendant Jennifer Ward, M.D., is an individual.  Upon information and belief, Dr. 

Ward resides at 11502 March Drive, Austin, Travis County, Texas 78753.  Upon information and 

belief, Dr. Ward’s place of business is 3501 Mills Avenue, Austin, Travis County, Texas 78731.  

She has generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 
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19. Defendant Kendrex White is an individual.  Upon information and belief, Kendrex 

is confined to the North Texas State Hospital, Vernon Campus, 4730 College Drive, Vernon, Texas 

76385.  He has generally appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

20. Defendant Kenneth White is an individual.  Upon information and belief, Kenneth 

White resides at 2500 Wisteria Lane, Killeen, Bell County, Texas 76549.  He has generally 

appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

21. Defendant Shantina White is an individual.  Upon information and belief, Shantina 

White resides at 2500 Wisteria Lane, Killeen, Bell County, Texas 76549.  She has generally 

appeared and answered this lawsuit. 

IV. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

22. This Court has jurisdiction over the parties to this suit because they are residents of 

the State of Texas or do business in the State of Texas. 

23. This Court has jurisdiction over this lawsuit because the amount in controversy 

exceeds this Court’s jurisdictional requirements.  Further, and as required by Rule 47(c) of the 

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Mrs. Brown states she is seeking monetary relief over $1 million. 

24. Venue is proper in Travis County, Texas, under Section 15.002(a)(3) of the Texas 

Civil Practice & Remedies Code because it is the county of Brackenridge Hospital’s principal 

office in Texas. 

25. Venue is also proper in Travis County, Texas, under Section 15.002(a)(2) of the 

Texas Civil Practice & Remedies Code because it is the county of Dr. Ward’s residence at the time 

Mrs. Brown’s causes of action accrued. 

26. Venue is also proper in Travis County, Texas, under Section 15.002(a)(1) because 

all or a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to Mrs. Brown’s claims occurred in 
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Travis County.  Specifically, defendants Brackenridge Hospital and Dr. Ward negligently failed 

to control Kendrex White while he was under their care in Travis County, and Harrison Brown 

was murdered in Travis County. 

27. Because venue is proper as to at least one defendant in Travis County, Texas, venue 

is proper for all defendants in Travis County.1

28. Further, venue is now fixed in Travis County under Rule 86 because no defendant 

moved to transfer venue by written motion filed concurrently with or prior to any other plea, 

pleading, or motion (except a special appearance). 

V. FACTUAL BACKGROUND

29. In the months leading up to Harrison Brown’s wrongful death, Kendrex White was 

exhibiting behavioral issues that were red flags, disturbing, and showed he was a threat to himself 

and others.  His family and friends noted that he was under increased stress at school, and would 

tell others he was Jesus Christ.  At times, he would not engage in coherent conversation, and would 

abruptly enter and leave rooms and interactions with people without speaking. 

30. Kendrex believed people were trying to kill him, or that the world was not real and 

he was in a third dimension.  Kendrex was having hallucinations, both auditory and visual, but the 

auditory ones were the most disturbing, causing him to hear voices that others didn’t hear.  He 

heard voices of several people, some of which he had named, and most of which were negative 

and berating: telling him to die, that he’s not worth living, that there’s no hope, and that this world 

is just a third reality.  

31. Despite all these conditions, Kendrex was released, left unsupervised, and allowed 

to have access to weapons such as the Bowie knife he used in his psychotic attack.  

1 See Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code § 15.005. 
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32. On April 4, 2017, Kendrex was involved in a car wreck near the University of Texas 

campus in Austin.  His behavior was so erratic that he was arrested for Driving While Intoxicated, 

but was found not to be under the influence of any drugs or alcohol.  Kendrex’s strange behavior 

at the scene of the wreck, which caused officers to arrest him and charge him with a crime, was 

not related to drugs or alcohol—it was one manifestation of his serious mental illness.  A blood 

test later showed Kendrex had no alcohol in his system at the time of the wreck. 

33. Kendrex’s mother, Shantina White, picked him up from jail and drove him home 

to Killeen on April 6, 2017.  Both Shantina and Kenneth White (Kendrex’s father) observed 

Kendrex acting erratically: he would not respond when they spoke to him, he was making loud 

noises and banging on walls, and his eyes were not focusing and were darting quickly around 

rooms.  Concerned, the Whites took Kendrex to Metroplex Hospital on that evening, where he was 

admitted for treatment and observation.  (Metroplex Hospital is owned and controlled by Adventist 

Health System/Sunbelt, Inc.) 

34. The next day, Kendrex ripped his IVs out, spewing blood all over his room.  When 

a nurse attempted to clean blood off of Kendrex’s feet, he grabbed her lapels and growled at her. 

35. He told his mother, Shantina White, that he had to bust out of the room, because he 

felt like he had to hurt someone.  Around the same time, he was physically stopped from leaving 

his room after he threatened to kill other people in the hospital. 

36. After these incidents, representatives of Metroplex Hospital (a counselor and two 

physicians who had observed and/or treated Kendrex) applied for an Order of Protective Custody 

on April 7, 2017, to involuntarily commit Kendrex to the Behavior Health Center for treatment 

and observation.  The applications included affidavits that Kendrex was mentally ill and posed a 

danger to himself and others, and cited the examples above as evidence. 
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37. A Bell County judge signed the Order of Protective Custody on April 10, 2017, and 

committed Kendrex to the custody of the Metroplex Behavioral Health Center, with follow-up 

hearings scheduled for April 13, 2017, and April 24, 2017. 

38. During his stay at Metroplex Hospital and its Behavior Health Center, Kendrex was 

diagnosed as mentally ill (with psychosis) and was medicated with antipsychotic and mood-

stabilizing drugs.  The Whites were aware of the medication and other treatment Kendrex received 

at the Behavior Health Center because they visited him during his stay there. 

39. But Metroplex Hospital and the physicians it retained (Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, 

and/or Dr. Jones) did not administer the proper dosage of Invega Sustenna, an injectable 

antipsychotic drug.  Kendrex received only one dose of Invega, instead of an initial loading dose, 

a second dose one week later, and a third dose one month later. 

40. Kendrex, still classified as mentally ill, was released from Metroplex Hospital into 

his parents’ care, custody, and supervision on April 14, 2017.  Metroplex Hospital’s (and its 

retained physicians’) release was negligent, improper, and it presented a danger to Kendrex and 

others.  He was still mentally ill and exhibiting dangerous behavior, likely due in part to Metroplex 

Hospital’s (and its retained physicians’) improper diagnosis of Kendrex’s condition and/or 

improper dosing of his medication. 

41. Metroplex Hospital (and its retained physicians) specifically discharged Kendrex 

into the Whites’ care and supervision, to care for Kendrex at the family’s home, to ensure he 

continued taking his prescribed medication, and to monitor his behavior for medical follow-ups as 

needed.  Metroplex Hospital (and its retained physicians) recommended that Kendrex take a break 

from college and return to classes after he fully recovered. 

42. Instead, the Whites drove Kendrex back to Austin on April 16, 2017, and 
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negligently left him there unsupervised and unmonitored, in contravention of their responsibility 

to care for and supervise Kendrex as a mentally ill individual after custody was transferring to 

them by Metroplex Hospital and its representatives.  This ill-advised decision exposed Kendrex to 

many stressors: he lived alone in his apartment in Austin, and the classes he had missed for the 

past three weeks had final exams rapidly approaching.  This was negligent and improper because 

it presented a danger to Kendrex and others; he was still exhibiting dangerous behavior and was a 

danger to himself and others. 

43. The Whites personally saw evidence of these stressors affecting Kendrex.  On at 

least one occasion, they drove to Austin to visit Kendrex and he refused to open the door of his 

apartment to them, even though they could tell he was at home because they could hear he was 

playing music in the apartment.  Later, Kendrex said to his parents that he did not open the door 

for them because he was afraid. 

44. Shortly before Harrison’s wrongful death, Shantina White became concerned that 

Kendrex was suicidal, based on text messages she was exchanging with him.  (At the time, the 

Whites were in Killeen, and Kendrex was in Austin by himself.)  Shantina called 9-1-1 to have an 

officer sent to Kendrex’s home to perform a wellness check. 

45. The officer took Kendrex to Brackenridge Hospital, where, upon information and 

belief, he was observed (or supposedly observed) by Dr. Ward.  Upon information and belief, 

Brackenridge Hospital and its retained physicians (including Dr. Ward) did not properly observe 

and evaluate Kendrex and his behavior, particularly based on (i) the concerns expressed by his 

parents, (ii) the behavior observed by the officer who escorted him to the hospital, and (iii) his 

recent involuntary commitment at Metroplex Hospital in Killeen and his behavior and symptoms 

there. 
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46. Instead, Brackenridge Hospital (and its retained physicians, including Dr. Ward) 

simply put Kendrex in a taxi cab and sent him home at 3 a.m. 

47. Days later, on May 1, 2017, Kendrex had a full psychotic break.  He walked from 

the Student Union to Gregory Gym with a large Bowie knife in a sheath on his belt.  Kendrex 

thought no one could see him, and began pulling the knife out of the sheath to, according to him, 

check if anyone could see him. 

48. While in the plaza in front of Gregory Gym, Kendrex stabbed and caused the 

wrongful death of Harrison and seriously injured three others.  Harrison died at the scene, after 

unsuccessfully trying to get his mother on the phone to say goodbye.  The other three victims 

sustained life-threatening injuries and were rushed to Brackenridge Hospital. 

49. An expert witness for the State of Texas later testified at Kendrex’s murder trial 

that he was suffering from severe mental illness and a mental break at the time he caused 

Harrison’s wrongful death and that Kendrex did not know that his actions were wrong at the time 

he caused the wrongful death.  Kendrex did not wear a mask, he did not try to flee the scene, and 

he never denied that he had caused the wrongful death of Harrison.  Law enforcement discovered 

that Kendrex had even carried his wallet, including a photo ID, with him to the plaza.  Kendrex 

would later say he had no memory of the event. 

50. In December 2018, Kendrex White was found not guilty by reason of insanity for 

the murder of Harrison Brown.  He was placed at the state’s only maximum-security forensic 

hospital, the North Texas State Hospital in Vernon. 

VI. CAUSES OF ACTION

51. Mrs. Brown incorporates the preceding paragraphs and the facts and allegations 

they contain as if completely set forth in each cause of action below. 
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A. Negligence, against Kendrex White 

52. Kendrex White had a duty to exercise ordinary care, and to act reasonably, 

prudently, and in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, to avoid injuring others.  

53. Kendrex White breached that duty.  He negligently caused the wrongful death of 

Harrison Brown.  He failed to use reasonable care and failed to act as a reasonable person would 

act.  His negligence was a proximate cause of the wrongful death of Harrison Brown. 

54. Each of Kendrex White’s breaches of duty, singularly and in combination,  was a 

proximate cause of injury and damages to Harrison and Mrs. Brown, which resulted in the 

following damages: 

 The conscious physical pain and mental anguish Harrison Brown experienced prior 
to his death, including the physical pain and mental anguish he experienced in the 
moments from when he was injured up to his untimely death; 

 All reasonable and necessary medical expenses for all the extensive emergency and 
hospital medical care associated with the attempts to save the life of Harrison 
Brown; 

 All reasonable and necessary funeral and burial expenses of Harrison Brown; 

 The pre-death terror, pain and suffering, and anguish Harrison Brown experienced; 

 The mental anguish, including emotional pain, torment, and suffering experienced 
from the death of Harrison Brown, past and future, by Lori Brown; 

 The pecuniary loss suffered, including the loss of care, maintenance, support, 
services, advice, attention, counsel, guidance, protection and reasonable 
contribution of pecuniary value that has and would, in reasonable probability have, 
been received by Lori Brown from the decedent, Harrison Brown; 

 The loss of society and companionship representing the positive benefits flowing 
from the love, comfort, companionship, and society that Lori Brown has suffered 
and would have, with reasonable probability, experienced if Harrison Brown had 
lived; 

 The loss of inheritance; and 

 All other damages available to Mrs. Brown under Texas law. 
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55. Mrs. Brown seeks unliquidated damages within the jurisdictional limits of this 

Court. 

B. Negligent failure to control, against Adventist Health System, Metroplex Hospital, 
Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, Dr. Jones, Brackenridge Hospital, Dr. Ward, Kenneth 
White, and Shantina White 

56. Each defendant had a special relationship with and duty to control the conduct of 

Kendrex White: 

 Adventist Health System, Metroplex Hospital, and the individual physicians who 
treated Kendrex there (Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, and Dr. Jones) personally 
observed him behaving erratically and dangerously; applied for an Order of 
Protective Custody, including the submission of affidavits testifying that Kendrex 
was mentally ill and a danger to others; and obtained an Order of Protective 
Custody to have him involuntarily committed for observation in the psychiatric 
department of the hospital. 

 Brackenridge Hospital, and the individual physician who treated Kendrex there (Dr. 
Ward) personally observed him behaving erratically and dangerously after he was 
brought to the hospital by a police officer who had made the determination that 
Kendrex presented a possible danger to himself and others. 

 Kenneth and Shantina White, Kendrex’s parents, recognized his erratic and 
dangerous behavior and had control over him to the extent they brought picked him 
up in Austin after his arrest for DWI and brought him to Metroplex Hospital in 
Killeen, Texas, less than one month prior to Harrison’s murder. 

The Whites were aware Kendrex was involuntarily committed under court order 
for evaluation in the psychiatric department of Metroplex Hospital for more than a 
week based on diagnosed mental illness and observations by multiple health care 
professionals that Kendrex was a danger to others. 

Further, Kendrex was released from Metroplex Hospital into the Whites’ care, 
custody, and supervision on April 14, 2017, with specific instructions on how to 
care for Kendrex: keep him at home, don’t let him return to college, make sure he 
takes his medications, and monitor his behavior for potential medical follow-ups. 

57. Each defendant breached his, her, or its duty by negligently failing control the 

conduct of Kendrex White: 
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 Adventist Health System, Metroplex Hospital, and, upon information and belief, 
Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, and Dr. Jones, negligently signed off on Kendrex’s 
improper release, even though he continued exhibiting behavior that showed he was 
a danger to himself and others.  The acts of violence Kendrex would commit were 
foreseeable to Adventist Health System, Metroplex Hospital, and, upon information 
and belief, Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, and Dr. Jones, because Kendrex was 
diagnosed as mentally ill and a danger to himself and others multiple times, and 
exhibited such behavior while at Metroplex Hospital and its Behavior Health 
Center. 

 Brackenridge Hospital and, upon information and belief, Dr. Ward, signed off on 
Kendrex’s improper release, even though he continued exhibiting behavior that 
showed he was a danger to himself and others. 

 Kendrex was released into his parents’ care, custody, and supervision from 
Metroplex Hospital following his diagnosis as mentally and his involuntary 
commitment in the Metroplex Hospital psychiatric department, and they drove him 
back to Austin and negligently surrendered custody and control over Kendrex when 
they left him there unattended and unmonitored. 

The acts of violence Kendrex would commit (against Harrison Brown and others) 
were foreseeable to the Whites, because they were aware of Kendrex’s mental 
illness and his deteriorating mental health.  The Whites personally observed this 
deterioration during Kendrex’s stay at the Metroplex Hospital and its Behavior 
Health Center, and during multiple visits to Austin during the two weeks before 
Harrison Brown was stabbed and killed. 

Those breaches directly and proximately caused Kendrex White to suffer an unsupervised and 

unmonitored mental breakdown due to his schizoaffective disorder.  During that breakdown, 

Kendrex White lost control of his actions and injured others, including causing the wrongful death 

of Harrison Brown. 

58. The breaches of duty by the above-referenced defendants proximately caused injury 

to Mrs. Brown, which resulted in the following damages: 

 The conscious physical pain and mental anguish Harrison Brown experienced prior 
to his death, including the physical pain and mental anguish he experienced up to 
his untimely death; 

 All reasonable and necessary medical expenses for all the extensive emergency and 
hospital medical care associated with the attempts to save the life of Harrison 
Brown; 



- 15 - 

 All reasonable and necessary funeral and burial expenses of Harrison Brown; 

 The pre-death terror Harrison Brown experienced; 

 The mental anguish, including emotional pain, torment, and suffering experienced 
from the death of Harrison Brown, past and future, by Lori Brown; 

 The pecuniary loss suffered, including the loss of care, maintenance, support, 
services, advice, attention, counsel, guidance, protection and reasonable 
contribution of pecuniary value that has and would, in reasonable probability have, 
been received by Lori Brown from the decedent, Harrison Brown; 

 The loss of society and companionship representing the positive benefits flowing 
from the love, comfort, companionship, and society that Lori Brown has suffered 
and would have, with reasonable probability, experienced if Harrison Brown had 
lived; 

 The loss of inheritance; and 

 All other damages available to Mrs. Brown under Texas law. 

59. Mrs. Brown seeks unliquidated damages within the jurisdictional limits of this 

Court. 

60. Vicarious liability: Dr. Hakeem’s, Dr. Kathiresan’s, and Dr. Jones’s acts were 

performed within the course and scope of their relationship and/or retention agreements with 

Adventist Health System and Metroplex Hospital, written or unwritten, and/or within the authority 

Adventist Health System and/or Metroplex Hospital delegated to Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, and 

Dr. Jones.  Specifically, Dr. Hakeem, Dr. Kathiresan, and Dr. Jones are physicians retained by 

Adventist Health System and/or Metroplex Hospital, and they were performing the duties for 

which Adventist Health System and/or Metroplex Hospital retained them when they, upon 

information and belief, improperly signed off on Kendrex White’s release from involuntarily 

commitment even though he continued exhibiting behavior that showed he was a danger to himself 

and others. 
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61. Vicarious liability: Dr. Ward’s acts were performed within the course and scope of 

her relationship/retention agreement with Brackenridge Hospital, and/or within the authority 

Brackenridge Hospital delegated to Dr. Ward.  Specifically, Dr. Ward is a physician retained by 

Brackenridge Hospital, and she was performing the duties for which Brackenridge Hospital 

retained her when she, upon information and belief, improperly signed off on Kendrex White’s 

release from Brackenridge Hospital even though he continued exhibiting behavior that showed he 

was a danger to himself and others. 

62. Exemplary damages: Mrs. Brown’s injuries resulted from the above-referenced 

defendants’ gross negligence, which entitles Mrs. Brown to exemplary damages under Section 

41.003(a) of the Texas Civil Practice & Remedies Code.  Improperly releasing a mental health 

patient from a health care facility who has exhibited the potential to cause serious harm to himself 

and others, or improperly surrendering custody and control of such a mentally ill individual 

entrusted to your care, involves an extreme degree of risk, considering the probability and 

magnitude of the potential harm to others.  Each of the above-referenced defendants was aware of 

the risk involved, given their experience within the field of mental health treatment, but 

nevertheless proceeded with conscious indifference to the rights, safety, and welfare of others. 

VII. JURY DEMAND 

63. Mrs. Brown properly demanded a jury trial in her original petition, and tendered 

the appropriate fee. 

VIII. PRAYER

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff Lori Brown, Individually and as 

representative of the Estate of Harrison Irwin Brown, Deceased, respectfully requests that, 

following a trial on the merits, she be awarded judgment in her favor and against Defendants 
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Adventist Health System/Sunbelt, Inc., Metroplex Adventist Hospital, Inc. d/b/a AdventHealth 

Central Texas and d/b/a AdventHealth Behavioral Health Center (Metroplex Hospital), Ascension 

Seton d/b/a University Medical Center at Brackenridge (Brackenridge Hospital), Imtiyaz Hussein 

Hakeem, M.D., Karthikeyani Kathiresan, M.D., Kenyatta Jones, M.D., Jennifer Ward, M.D., 

Kendrex White, Kenneth White, and Shantina White, for the following relief: 

i. Actual damages; 

ii. Exemplary damages; 

iii. Prejudgment interest and post-judgment interest at the maximum rates allowed 
by law; 

iv. Costs of court; 

and 

Any other and further relief, at law or in equity, to which Mrs. Brown may be 
justly entitled. 

Dated: August 5, 2019 Respectfully submitted, 

HOWRY BREEN & HERMAN, L.L.P. 

___________________________________ 
Sean E. Breen 
State Bar No. 00783715 
sbreen@howrybreen.com 
James Hatchitt 
State Bar No. 24072478 
jhatchitt@howrybreen.com 
1900 Pearl Street 
Austin, Texas 78705-5408 
Tel. (512) 474-7300 
Fax (512) 474-8557 
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