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Dear Ms. Petricek, 
 
Thank you for the request to meet regarding the issue of homelessness that our city is facing.  As you 
know, the City Council has made addressing homelessness its top priority and Austinites across the city 
are supporting that decision.  The Council and city staff appreciate the participation of residents as our 
city comes together to develop and implement solutions to our most significant challenges. 
 
As you know, in August the City Manager will be coming back to Council with the information and 
proposals requested by Item No. 184, passed at the June 20, 2019 meeting. The Manager’s proposals 
will begin to identify reasonable place and time restrictions on camping, sitting and lying, identifying 
safe and clean camping and parking areas, and expanding programs to keep parks, waterways, 
underpasses and public areas clean and well maintained. Therefore, we suggest that rather than 
schedule a date now, we touch base in August to find a time for the council members and mayor to get 
together with community members so that we can discuss concerns and proposals with greater 
specificity. We know that our city will have to deliver high quality services in secure settings to address 
concerns for people, neighborhoods and public spaces. We know that if we don’t do this right, the city 
will not be successful at addressing homelessness. 
 
Just to repeat a point you probably already know, because it hasn’t been clear for some in the 
community, our city has kept in place all laws and ordinances that have our law enforcement arresting, 
ticketing or moving someone that is presenting a public safety risk or health hazard, threatening or 
aggressively pursuing someone else, being publicly intoxicated, demonstrating diminished capacity 
sufficient to present a risk, blocking or impeding access, or other illegal behavior. 
 
Again, on behalf of the entire council, we want to thank you for your interest in this important issue for 
the city.  We need the entire community to participate in order to successfully address homelessness in 
our community.  We will continue our meetings with neighbors and stakeholders to discuss the 
Manager’s proposals, as well the challenges related to this important issue.   
 
Our best, 
 

 

 

 

Steve Adler 
Mayor 

Ann Kitchen 
Council Member for District 5 

Sabino “Pio” Renteria  
Council Member for District 3 

 


